
J. Kevin Ford, Ph.D.
Dr. Ford is a professor of  psychology at Michigan State University.  His research focuses on understanding and 
managing organizational change as well as how to build learning systems within workplaces.  Among his 
accomplishments he has published over 80 articles, chapters, and books on learning and organizational 
development.  Dr. Ford is also an active consultant with over 30 years of  management consulting experience in 
private industry, health, and the public sector focusing on workplace training, development, leadership, strategic 
planning, and organizational effectiveness.  He is a Fellow of  the American Psychological Association and the 
Society of  Industrial and Organizational Psychology.  His education includes a BS in psychology from the 
University of  Maryland and his MA and Ph.D. in psychology from The Ohio State University.
Dr. Ford is married with four grown children who all attended Catholic Schools - one of  whom graduated from 
St. Catherine.  At Resurrection Parish in Lansing, Michigan, he has been a member of  the parish council and chair 
of  the finance committee. He served as the organizational consultant facilitating the merger of  two parishes, and 
worked for over five years with the Superintendent of  Schools for the Lansing Diocese on moving Catholic Schools 
from “maintenance to mission”. 

Heather M. Lee, ESQ.
Born and raised on Cape Cod.  Mrs. Lee attended Phillips Academy, Andover for high school and received a B.A. 
from the University of  Notre Dame.  She then went on to earn a Master of  Theological Science from John Paul II 
Institute, Pontifical Lateran University (now part of  The Catholic University) and a Juris Doctorate from Suffolk 
University in Boston, MA.  Heather and her husband Owen are practicing real estate attorneys for their companies: 
Success Mortgage Partners, Inc. and Title Partners, LLC.  They are the proud parents of  Maura (SCA 2017), Patrick, 
and Declan.  

Bruce M. Barron
Mr. Barron is a graduate of  the University of  Notre Dame, and currently, CEO of  Barron Industries, a metal 
casting and machining business located in Oxford, Michigan. He has served as the General Chair of  the $20 Million 
Vision 2000 Campaign from 1998-2003 to expand K-8 Catholic education in the Pontiac Area Vicariate. This 
campaign created 1,350 additional seats of  K-8 Catholic education at four campus locations supported by 10 
parishes.
Mr. Barron served on the Notre Dame Prep and Marist Academy Board of  Trustees from 2002-2012. Chairman of  
the Board from 2006-2012 during which time numerous building projects, capital campaigns and financing strategies 
were implemented.
Currently Mr. Barron is on the Board of  Trustees at St. Catherine of  Siena Academy in Novi, Michigan where he 
serves as Chair of  the Advancement Committee. Formerly, Chair of  the Finance Committee where he assisted in 
the resolution of  bond debt and developed benefaction. 
He had been a member of  St. Mary of  the Hills in Rochester Hills, Michigan for 25 years, has become a recent 
member of  St. Joseph Catholic Church in Lake Orion, Michigan. Mr. Barron is a member of  the Detroit North 
East Chapter of  Legatus and has been married for 30 years and is the father of  four children.



Fr. Richard Elmer
Since being ordained a priest in 1957, Fr. Elmer dedicated his life to the celebration of  the Holy Eucharist and 
Catholic High School Education, serving in various roles for 48 years. Fr. Elmer spent eight and a half  years as 
Director of  the National Catholic Educational Association’s Convention & Exposition and three and a half  years 
as Director of  Student Services at the University of  St. Thomas in Houston, Texas. At Detroit Catholic Central he 
was a teacher, Director of  Guidance, Principal, the first President, on the Chair of  Board of  Directors, Director of  
Athletics, and currently President Emeritus. After helping to found St. Catherine of  Siena Academy he became our 
first Principal and is currently our Chaplain. 

Monsignor Timothy D. Hogan
Monsignor Hogan received his BA from Allentown College of  St. Francis de Sales, Center Valley, Pennsylvania 
(now DeSales University), a Master of  Divinity from St. John Provincial Seminary, Plymouth, Michigan, and 
ordained a priest on December 11, 1982.
He has served as parochial vicar at Shrine of  the Little Flower in Royal Oak, Michigan, Our Lady of  Good Counsel 
in Plymouth, Michigan, and Sacred Heart Parish in Dearborn, Michigan. His pastoral positions have included 
working at St. Christopher Church in Detroit, Church of  the Holy Family in Novi, Michigan, and currently at St. 
Fabian Catholic Church in Farmington Hills, Michigan.  Msgr. Hogan has also served as Vicar for Clergy and 
Consecrated Life for the Archdiocese of  Detroit.
While in the navy, he was assigned to Florida, Virginia, North Carolina, Naples, Italy, Okinawa, Japan, and six at-sea 
deployments, including Afghanistan on board the USS Bataan LHD5.  He also served two combat deployments to 
Iraq with the US Marines.  Msgr. Hogan retired from the US Navy with 30 years of  service as Hospital Corpsman 
then later as a Chaplain.

Sister Ann Shields
Sister is the oldest of  four children. After 10 years of  public-school education, she graduated high school from 
Mount Aloysius Academy in Cresson, Pennsylvania. She entered Religious Life soon after graduating from High 
School. Received a Bachelor of  Arts from College Misericordia in Dallas, Pennsylvania; Master’s degree from 
University of  Scranton in Scranton, Pennsylvania; Doctorate, (Honoris Causa) from Franciscan University of  
Steubenville in Steubenville, Ohio.
From 1964-1974, taught at various Catholic High Schools in PA; in 1975 Father Michael Scanlan, TOR, President 
of  College of  Steubenville invited Sister Ann to join him in forming and growing a truly Catholic College which 
later became Franciscan University of  Steubenville. In 1983, she joined the Servants of  God’s Love, a 
Charismatic religious community. In 1985, she became the Superior of  that community and served in that capacity 
for two terms. In 1987, she started with Renewal Ministries, a Catholic Evangelistic Organization. She currently 
hosts a daily radio program, Food for the Journey, heard on many Catholic Radio stations around the world. In 
2013, she was awarded the Benemerenti Medal from Pope Benedict XVI for service to parish and community life.
Sister Ann has authored five books, and many booklets, all dealing with some aspect of  growth in the spiritual life. 
See www.renewalministries.net for more details on the ministry.



Michael J. Dewan
Mr. Dewan, husband to Mary and father of  seven is the founder of  St. Catherine of  Siena Academy. A graduate of  
Detroit Catholic Central High School (class of  ‘85 and GVSU ‘89) Mr. Dewan has been instrumental in advancing 
the cause of  many catholic projects over the years. He is the son of  devout Catholic parents who made many 
sacrifices for their children to be able to receive a Catholic education. In turn, he has been committed to helping 
advance Catholic education in the Archdiocese of  Detroit and Diocese of  Lansing, with a personal goal to create 
opportunities for children to grow closer to Jesus, and to project their lives on a path that will lead them to 
heaven. Mr. Dewan has served on numerous Catholic Boards and Committees and is currently on the board of  SCA 
and Co-Chair of  The Divine Mercy Academy Foundation Board. He is also an active parishioner and Chili 
Cook-Off  Champion at Holy Spirit Church in Brighton, Michigan. Mr. Dewan enjoys spending time with his family 
and friends, playing golf, and rooting for the STARS and Shamrocks! Michael is a partner and currently the 
president of  Stellux Management LLC.  

Mike LaMarra
Having fostered the exponential growth of  his former company, Excelda Manufacturing, over his thirteen-year 
tenure as President and CEO, Mr. LaMarra unites his knack for leadership and passion for motoring as partner and 
CFO of  the Turn 2 Automotive Group. A former President of  Saint Catherine of  Siena Academy and six-year 
board member of  Cleary University, Mr. LaMarra represents Christ on the racetrack for MINI USA’s John Cooper 
Works /LAP Motorsports Team— heralding Jeremiah 17: 7-8 on his helmet—and off  the track as husband and 
father of  two sons. Seeing the importance of  Catholic education in his own children’s lives, he looks to broaden the 
reach and ensure its sustainability in the future.

Ed Turek
Mr. Turek is one of  the original founding board members and previous presidents of  St. Catherine of  Siena 
Academy and is currently the Executive Director of  Advancement & Alumni Relations for Detroit Catholic Central 
High School. He also co-founded and served as President of  Advancement Design Associates LLC (ADA), a 
marketing consulting company for schools and non-profits throughout the Midwest. Prior to ADA, Mr. Turek 
worked at Detroit Catholic Central High School as the Director of  Admissions and then as the Director of  
Development. Before his first stint at DCC, he was Director of  Operations for Package, Design & Manufacturing 
Inc., a multi-million-dollar packaging company in South Lyon, Michigan.  
Mr. Turek was a baseball letterman and Graduate Assistant Coach for the University of  Michigan while earning 
both Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at the university.  He is an alumnus of  DCC, an active member of  St. William 
Parish in Walled Lake, Michigan, and is married with five children.



Terry Polakovic
Mrs. Polakovic lives in Denver, CO with her husband, Mike. She is the co-founder of  Endow (Educating on the 
Nature and Dignity of  Women) and served as the President of  the organization from 2003-2015. Before retiring, 
she worked in nonprofit leadership for more than 30 years. In 2010, she received the Pro Ecclesia et Pontiface Cross 
Award (“For the Church and the Pontiff ”) from Pope Benedict XVI. In 2011, she was recognized as an 
“Outstanding Catholic Leader” by the Catholic Leadership Institute. Mrs. Polakovic is the author of  Love and Life: 
Opening Your Heart to God’s Design, published by Our Sunday Visitor in 2018.


