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A Church attentive to the signs of the times 

 
39. “Even though to many young people, God, religion and the Church seem empty words, they are sensi�ve to 
the figure of Jesus when he is presented in an a�rac�ve and effec�ve way”.[14] Consequently, the Church 
should not be excessively caught up in herself but instead, and above all, reflect Jesus Christ. This means 
humbly acknowledging that some things concretely need to change, and if that is to happen, she needs to 
appreciate the vision but also the cri�cisms of young people. 
 
40. The Synod recognized that “a substan�al number of young people, for all sorts of reasons, do not ask the 
Church for anything because they do not see her as significant for their lives. Some even ask expressly to be 
le� alone, as they find the presence of the Church a nuisance, even an irritant. This request does not always 
stem from uncri�cal or impulsive contempt. It can also have serious and understandable reasons: sexual and 
financial scandals; a clergy ill-prepared to engage effec�vely with the sensi�vi�es of the young; lack of care in 
homily prepara�on and the presenta�on of the word of God; the passive role assigned to the young within the 
Chris�an community; the Church’s difficulty in explaining her doctrine and ethical posi�ons to contemporary 
society”.[15] 
 
41. Although many young people are happy to see a Church that is humble yet confident in her gi�s and 
capable of offering fair and fraternal cri�cism, others want a Church that listens more, that does more than 
simply condemn the world. They do not want to see a Church that is silent and afraid to speak, but neither one 
that is always ba�ling obsessively over two or three issues. To be credible to young people, there are �mes 
when she needs to regain her humility and simply listen, recognizing that what others have to say can provide 
some light to help her be�er understand the Gospel. A Church always on the defensive, which loses her 
humility and stops listening to others, which leaves no room for ques�ons, loses her youth and turns into a 
museum. How, then, will she be able to respond to the dreams of young people? Even if she possesses the 
truth of the Gospel, this does not mean that she has completely understood it; rather, she is called to keep 
growing in her grasp of that inexhaus�ble treasure.[16] 
 
42. For example, a Church that is overly fearful and �ed to its structures can be invariably cri�cal of efforts to 
defend the rights of women, and constantly point out the risks and the poten�al errors of those demands. 
Instead, a living Church can react by being a�en�ve to the legi�mate claims of those women who seek greater 
jus�ce and equality. A living Church can look back on history and acknowledge a fair share of male 
authoritarianism, domina�on, various forms of enslavement, abuse and sexist violence. With this outlook, she 
can support the call to respect women’s rights, and offer convinced support for greater reciprocity between 
males and females, while not agreeing with everything some feminist groups propose. Along these lines, the 
Synod sought to renew the Church’s commitment “against all discrimina�on and violence on sexual 
grounds”.[17] That is the response of a Church that stays young and lets herself be challenged and spurred by 
the sensi�vi�es of young people. 
 


