
Incoming 9th graders in Honors Foundations of Literature will read TWO books this summer, a 
chosen fiction piece (from the list below) and the non-fiction book (also listed below) that will 
assist with the comprehension of the first novel studied in 9th grade English: The Odyssey. A 
formal assessment on the Greek Mythology book will be given at the end of the first full week of 
school (Details will be provided to the students once they begin class.) A “book talk” will be 
completed over the summer for the fiction story chosen and will be submitted to the Google 
Classroom (code: 2dggzeb) no later than Friday, August 20, 2021. Details on the assignment 
are included here. All books may be purchased on Amazon.com. 
 
FICTION BOOKS (choose 1) 
 

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner (ISBN # 978-0679732259) 
Faulkner’s harrowing account of the Bundren family’s odyssey across the Mississippi countryside to 
bury Addie, their wife and mother. Narrated in turn by each of the family members—including Addie 
herself—as well as others the novel ranges in mood, from dark comedy to the deepest pathos. 
Considered one of the most influential novels in American fiction in structure, style, and drama, As I 
Lay Dying is a true 20th-century classic.  

 

Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier (ISBN # 978-0802142849) 
Sorely wounded and fatally disillusioned in the fighting at Petersburg, a Confederate soldier named 
Inman decides to walk back to his home in the Blue Ridge mountains to Ada, the woman he loves. 
His trek across the disintegrating South brings him into intimate and sometimes lethal interactions 
with slaves and marauders, bounty hunters and witches, both helpful and malign. At the same time, 
the intrepid Ada is trying to revive her father’s derelict farm and learning to survive in a world where 
the old certainties have been swept away. 
 

Big Fish by Daniel Wallace (ISBN # 978-1616201647) 
In his prime, Edward Bloom was an extraordinary man. He could outrun anybody. He never missed 
a day of school. He saved lives and tamed giants. Animals loved him, people loved him, women 
loved him. He knew more jokes than any man alive. At least that's what he told his son, William. But 
now Edward Bloom is dying, and William wants desperately to know the truth about his elusive 
father-this indefatigable teller of tall tales-before it's too late. So, using the few facts he knows, 
William re-creates Edward's life in a series of legends and myths, through which he begins to 
understand his father's great feats, and his great failings. 

 
NONFICTION BOOK:  

 

Greek Mythology: A Captivating Guide to the Ancient Gods, Goddesses, Heroes and 
Monsters (Norse Mythology - Egyptian Mythology - Greek Mythology) (Volume 3)              

 ** Copyright 2017 

(ISBN # 978-1542780674) 
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Fiction Selection Assignment: 
Students will create, and record a formal book talk on their chosen fiction 
book. Included in this video will be the following items: 
 

1. The opening of the presentation includes student name, book title, 
and author 
 

2. In whichever order the student chooses, there must be discussion on 
the following items: 

• Story setting (or multiple settings if the main setting 
changes) 

• Plot summary 

• Main character details 

• Two themes that are found in the story and TWO 
PASSAGES (directly quoted and read from the book) read 
aloud, highlighting the chosen themes (If student struggles to 
identify the themes, they can be researched.) 

• How is the story representative of a journey for the main 
character? 
  

3. The final piece of the book talk is for students to ask three GREAT 
questions of the text as if their chosen book were to continue on to a 
“part two”.   
 
(Example: If the book read was The Hunger Games, a potential 
question to leave future readers with might be “Will Katniss survive?”) 

 
4. The video must be a minimum of 3 minutes in length and no more 

than 4 minutes (every 10 seconds under or over the maximum time 
allowed will result in points deducted) 
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