
4 major symbAmerican Literature Summer Reading, 2022 

You will be reading Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. If you have previously 

read this novella, fear not. Be assured, the assignment is quite specific, and 

certainly different than how you approached the book in middle school. If you 

have not read the book, welcome to the work of a classic American author! You 

may purchase your book on Amazon. 

Step to complete: 

1. While reading Of Mice and Men, annotate using post-it notes or direct 

annotations in your book. . Follow the directions for annotations included in 

this document. It is specific to what you should have been doing all along  

regarding novel annotations. Your annotations will be submitted and 

reviewed by your teacher as part of the graded assignment. DIRECTIONS 

ON HOW TO SPECIFIALLY ANNOTATE THIS BOOK ARE 

INCUDED BELOW. Credit will be given only if the guidelines are 

followed exactly! 

 

2. After reading the book in its entirety, select ONE essay prompt to write your 

essay. As evidence for your thesis, include direct quotes selected from 

various areas throughout the book, not all from one section/chapter. User in-

text citations MLA format. Example: (Steinbeck, 23).  

Select your own quotes and passages, not the ones readily available online 

through cheater websites. Do not copy quotes or other analysis from those 

sites. Plagiarized essays will receive a failing grade.  

• Minimum 500 words, not to exceed 600 

• MLA format 

• 12 font, double spaced 

• Plan to submit your annotated book and printed essay by August 

19, 2022 

Annotation requirements and essay choices are below. 
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ANNOTATION DIRECTIONS  

(a handy dandy guide for all future English classes!) 

You must have at least one annotation per page. You will select one (or more) of 

the following choices for each page as you read. You should avoid having the 

same type of annotation repeat for back-to-back pages. In other words, there 

should be a “healthy mix.” Annotations should not be complete sentences, but 

your thinking while you read should be comprehensible to the teacher or another 

reader.  

1. Look for main character traits and changes: Identify character traits or ways 

in which the character is developing or changing. In the margins, WRITE 

the trait described.  

2. Think about connections between this text and other texts you have read, 

information from other classes, and personal experiences. Make these 

connections. WRITE key words or phrases that signal these connections.  

3. Think about any open-ended questions that you may have while reading. 

Identify words or phrases that inspired these questions. WRITE brief 

versions of your questions that could be answered by others. Questions 

should not be easily “Googled.”  

4. Think about the most important ideas on the page. WRITE what those ideas 

are and why they are important.  

5. Look for symbols in the text. Identify what symbols are used. WRITE 

briefly the significance of those symbols or why these symbols are being 

used.  

6. Identify examples of literary devices. WRITE down examples of each one 

that you find. Include a key word that indicates the purpose/effect in context 

of the literary device.  

Literary Devices:  

• Allusion: reference to history, literature, art, or religious texts 

(including mythology)  

• Characterization: reveals a character’s personality (appearance, 

actions, thoughts, & reactions of others)  

• Flashback: an interruption of the action to present a scene that took 

place before the work began  

• Foreshadowing: giving hints or clues that suggest or prepare you for 

events that occur later in the work  



• Hyperbole: a highly exaggerated statement used specifically for 

dramatic effect  

• Irony: a contrast between what is expected and what actually happens  

• Imagery: language that appeals to the five senses (sight, sound, smell, 

taste, touch)  

• Metaphor: comparison, does not use “like” or “as” but compares 

directly  

• Simile: Comparing two things using “Like” or “As”  

• Symbol: A person, place, object, or action that stands for something 

beyond itself  

• Theme: A recurring message or idea that makes the reader come to a 

new realization  

ESSAY CHOICES  

Choose ONE of the Essay Choices below.  

• Choice A: Analyze the dynamic of George and Lennie’s relationship. What 

do they each receive from one another? In what ways do they rely on each 

other, and in what ways do they hold each other back? What broader ideas or 

aspects of society might each character represent? Be sure to include how 

their relationship illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole.  

 

• Choice B: Examine the concept of hope throughout the novel through the 

protagonists and the supporting characters. What is the importance of hope 

in Of Mice and Men? What roles do hope and dreams play in people’s lives? 

For instance, the dream of the farm with rabbits gives each of the men 

involved an opportunity to be useful and regain a sense of dignity and 

purpose. Which characters have a stake in the “dream farm?” What are the 

different roles of each of the people invested in the farm? What do the roles 

and the significance of the farm represent to each of the men? What other 

hopes and dreams do we see in the novel? Be sure to demonstrate how the 

concept of hope illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole.  

 


