
2022 Summer Reading Assignment for 10th Grade American Literature Honors  

All students who will be taking Honors American Literature are required to read 

TWO books this summer from the following list: 

• The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (Junot Diaz)  

• The Road (Cormac McCarthy)  

• Into the Wild (Jon Krakauer)  

• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (Sherman Alexie)  

• I Am One of You Forever (Fred Chappell)  

• The Poet X (Elizabeth Acevedo)  

• The Surrender Tree/El Arbol de la Rendicion (Margarita Engle) 

ALL books may be purchased via Amazon. 

ASSIGNMENT: For both novels, you will write separate reflections using the 

same guidelines below for both essays. In addition, you must FULLY annotate 

ONE book using the guidelines attached below.  

Write a minimum 500 (no more than 600) word essay PER NOVEL including the 

following details for each book using MLA format and 12-point font, Times. Use 

direct quotes and use in-text citations (Ex: Diaz, 23) 

!. Symbolism: Choose 2 major symbols in each of the novels to discuss. What do 

each of the symbols represent in their respective stories? What did you think of the 

message the author was trying to convey? Use details, quotes where beneficial. 

 

II. Characterization: Choose2 major characters in each of the novels to discuss.  

For example, Did the characters’ motives seem reasonable or a little far-fetched? 

Did the characters seem believable to you, and if so, how? Use details and quotes 

where beneficial. 

 

III. Theme: Choose 2 major thematic ideas that appear in the novel and discuss 

each. Discuss how these themes are reflected throughout the entirety of both 

books. 

 

 



ANNOTATION DIRECTIONS  

You must have at least one annotation per page. You will select one (or more) of the following choices 

for each page as you read. You should avoid having the same type of annotation repeat for back-to-back 

pages. In other words, there should be a “healthy mix.” Annotations should not be complete sentences, 

but your thinking while you read should be comprehensible to the teacher or another reader.  

1. Look for main character traits and changes: Identify character traits or ways in which the 

character is developing or changing. In the margins, WRITE the trait described.  

2. Think about connections between this text and other texts you have read, information from 

other classes, and personal experiences. Make these connections. WRITE key words or 

phrases that signal these connections.  

3. Think about any open-ended questions that you may have while reading. Identify words or 

phrases that inspired these questions. WRITE brief versions of your questions that could be 

answered by others. Questions should not be easily “Googled.”  

4. Think about the most important ideas on the page. WRITE what those ideas are and why 

they are important.  

5. Look for symbols in the text. Identify what symbols are used. WRITE briefly the 

significance of those symbols  

or why these symbols are being used.  

6. Identify examples of literary devices. WRITE down examples of each one that you find. 

Include a key word that indicates the purpose/effect in context of the literary device.  

Literary Devices:  

• Allusion: reference to history, literature, art, or religious texts (including 

mythology)  

• Characterization: reveals a character’s personality (appearance, actions, thoughts, 

& reactions of others)  

• Flashback: an interruption of the action to present a scene that took place before the 

work began  

• Foreshadowing: giving hints or clues that suggest or prepare you for events that 

occur later in the work  

• Hyperbole: a highly exaggerated statement used specifically for dramatic effect  

• Irony: a contrast between what is expected and what actually happens  

• Imagery: language that appeals to the five senses (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch)  

• Metaphor: comparison, does not use “like” or “as” but compares directly  

• Simile: Comparing two things using “Like” or “As”  

• Symbol: A person, place, object, or action that stands for something beyond itself  

• Theme: A recurring message or idea that makes the reader come to a new 

realization  

 

ANNOTATION SCORING RUBRIC (20 points) 

20 Annotations meet the criteria for a score of 18, in addition, are especially insightful or introspective. 

These  



annotations go beyond the one annotation per page minimum.  

19 Annotations represent at least one per page, have a “healthy mix” of each type of annotation 

selections, and demonstrate thoughtful reading. They convincingly observe and analyze the specific 

means (literary devices and author’s craft) by which author’s purpose in Of Mice and Men is achieved. 

All annotations are easily comprehensible by the teacher and elaborated on in concise but effective short 

phrases.  

EFFECTIVE  

18 Annotations are thorough and complete. All pages are annotated and include each type of annotation 

choice, but some types may be more dominant. Most annotations demonstrate student’s thinking, but 

occasional annotations may need elaboration or key words/phrases to indicate analysis-level skills vs. 

summary.  

EXCELLENT  

17 Annotations are somewhat thorough and complete. All pages are annotated and include each type of 

annotation choice, but some types may be more dominant. Most annotations demonstrate student’s 

thinking, but occasional annotations may need elaboration or key words/phrases to indicate analysis-level 

skills vs. summary.  

ADEQUATE  

16 Annotations have at least one annotation per page, but annotations were done unevenly, inconsistently, 

or insufficiently. The student’s thinking while reading is adequately represented, though it does not 

demonstrate depth or analysis-level observations. These annotations may also over-rely on summary or 

one or two annotation types.  

15 Annotations have at least one annotation per page, but annotations were done unevenly, inconsistently, 

or insufficiently. The student’s thinking while reading is adequately represented, though it does not 

demonstrate depth or analysis-level observations. These annotations may also over-rely on summary or 

one or two annotation types.  

14 Annotations demonstrate some effort but do not meet the minimum requirements of the assignment. 

The novel may not be fully annotated, or there may be a significant number of pages with markings that 

do not provide insight.  

INADEQUATE 

13 Annotations demonstrate little effort and do not meet the minimum requirements of the assignment. 

12 Annotations demonstrate very little effort and do not meet the minimum requirements of the 

assignment. 

11 Annotations demonstrate inadequate effort and do not meet the minimum requirements of the 

assignment. 10 No annotations submitted. Per School Board Policy, student earns 50% to avoid any zeros 

in the gradebook.  
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